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Subject: Local Interest Greenwire article today
Date: 09/28/2007 10:54 AM

    Enviro groups sue feds over Willamette River fish plan (Sept. 27)

Two environmental groups sued four federal agencies in the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Oregon last week, claiming the agencies 
violated the Endangered Species Act by failing to produce a biological 
opinion on dealing with federally protected fish on the Willamette River 
for the past seven years.

The groups, the Willamette Riverkeeper and the Northwest Environmental 
Defense Center, are asking the court to compel the government to produce 
an opinion.

If the judge decides in favor of the environmental groups, it could spur 
more court involvement in fish recovery. The Willamette contains 13 dams 
whose operations could be limited or curtailed depending on the decision.

The four agencies named in the suit are the Army Corps of Engineers, the 
Bureau of Reclamation, the National Marine Fisheries Service and the 
Fish and Wildlife Service. Threatened fish on the river include runs of 
chinook and steelhead and the Oregon chub.

"The Willamette has for whatever reason not received the priority that 
other basins have," said Ted Williams, head of Willamette Riverkeeper. 
"This is a river that had a huge spring chinook run, and we're down to a 
relatively scant number of fish. It's a pretty sad state of affairs" 
(Scott Learn, Portland /Oregonian/ 
<http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/119086172510560.xml&coll=7>, 
Sept. 27). *-- KB*
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